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Nevada 


This  outline  describes  major  sources  of  information 
about  families  from  Nevada.  As  you  read  this 
outline,  study  the  United  States  Research  Outline 
(30972)  which  will  help  you  understand  terminology 
and  the  contents  and  uses  of  genealogical  records. 

RECORDS  OF  THE  FAMILY 
HISTORY  LIBRARY™ 


The  Family  History  Library  has  some  of  the  records 
described  in  this  outline.  The  library’s  major 
holdings  include  federal  census  records  from  1 860  to 
1910  and  indexes  to  the  federal  censuses.  The  library 
has  not  acquired  microfilm  copies  of  county  records. 

Some  of  the  sources  described  in  this  outline  list  the 
Family  History  Library’s  book,  microfilm,  and 
microfiche  numbers.  These  are  preceded  by  FHL,  the 
abbreviation  for  Family  History  Library.  These 
numbers  may  be  used  to  locate  materials  in  the 
Family  History  Library  and  to  order  microfilm  and 
microfiche  at  Family  Histoiy  Centers™. 

FAMILY  HISTORY  LIBRARY 
CATALOG™ 


The  library’s  records  are  listed  in  the  Family  History 
Library  Catalog  found  at  the  library  and  at  each 
Family  History  Center.  To  find  a  record,  look  in  the 
locality  search  of  the  FHLC  for: 

The  place  where  your  ancestor  lived,  such  as: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS 
NEVADA  -  PROBATE  RECORDS 
NEVADA,  STOREY-  VITAL  RECORDS 
NEVADA,  STOREY,  VIRGINIA  CITY  -  CHURCH 
RECORDS 

The  record  type  you  want  to  search,  such  as: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS 
NEVADA  -  PROBATE  RECORDS 
NEVADA,  STOREY  -  VITAL  RECORDS 
NEVADA,  STOREY,  VIRGINIA  CITY  -  CHURCH 
RECORDS 

The  section  headings  in  this  outline  match  the  names 
of  record  types  used  in  the  Family  History  Library 
Catalog. 


ARCHIVES  AND  LIBRARIES 


The  archives,  libraries,  and  societies  listed  below 
have  collections  or  services  helpful  to  researchers. 

•  Nevada  State  Library  and  Archives 
Division  of  Archives  and  Records 
100  North  Steward  Street 
Carson  City,  NV  89701-4285 
Telephone:  702-687-8313 

Fax:  702-687-8330 

The  Nevada  State  Library  and  Archives  has  the 
territorial  records  for  Carson  County,  Utah  and 
Nevada  Territory.  A  guide  to  these  records  is  Marion 
Ellison,  An  Inventory  and  Index  to  the  Records  of 
Carson  County,  Utah  and  Nevada  Territories, 
1855-1861  (Reno:  The  Grace  Dangberg  Foundation, 
1984;  FHL  book  979.3  R2e).  The  records  described 
in  this  guide  include  deeds  and  mining,  court  and 
probate  records. 

•  National  Archives — Pacific  Sierra  Region  (San 

Bruno) 

1000  Commodore  Drive 

San  Bruno,  CA  94066 

(Serves  Nevada  except  for  Clark  County) 

Telephone:  415-876-9009 

Fax:  415-876-9233 

•  National  Archives — Pacific  Region  (Laguna 

Niguel) 

24000  Avila  Road 

Laguna  Niguel,  CA  92677-6719 

(Serves  Clark  County,  Nevada) 

Telephone:  714-360-2641 
Fax:  714-360-2644 


Mailing  Address: 

P.O.  Box  6719 

Laguna  Niguel,  CA  92677-6719 


Nevada  State  Genealogical  Society 


2931  Randolph  Street 
Reno,  NV  89502 
Telephone:  702-826-1130 

Mailing  Address: 

P.O.  Box  20666 
Reno,  NV  89502 
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•  Nevada  Historical  Society 
1650  North  Virginia  Street 
Reno,  NV  89503 
Telephone:  702-688-1191 
Fax:  702-688-2917 

•  Nevada  State  Museum  and  Historical  Society 
700  Twin  Lakes  Drive 

Las  Vegas,  NV  89107 
Telephone:  702-486-5205 
Fax:  702-486-5172 

•  University  of  Nevada — Reno  Library 
Special  Collections 

Mail  Stop  332 
Reno,  NV  89557-0044 
Telephone:  702-784-6500  ext.  #327 
Fax:  702-784-4529 

To  learn  more  about  the  history  and  record-keeping 
systems  of  Nevada  counties,  use  the  seven  inventories 
of  county  archives  produced  by  the  Historical  Records 
Survey  around  1940.  Copies  of  these  inventories  are 
available  at  the  Family  History  Library. 

Computer  Networks  and  Bulletin  Boards 

Computers  with  modems  can  be  useful  tools  for 
obtaining  information  from  selected  archives  and 
libraries.  In  a  way,  computer  networks  themselves 
serve  as  a  library.  The  Internet,  certain  computer 
bulletin  boards,  and  commercial  on-line  services  help 
family  history  researchers: 

•  Locate  other  researchers 

•  Post  queries 

•  Send  and  receive  e-mail 

•  Search  large  databases 

•  Search  computer  libraries 

•  Join  in  computer  chat  and  lecture  sessions 

You  can  find  computerized  research  tips  and 
information  about  ancestors  from  Nevada  in  a  variety 
of  sources  at  local,  state,  national,  and  international 
levels.  The  list  of  sources  is  growing  rapidly.  Most  of 
the  information  is  available  at  no  cost. 

Addresses  on  the  Internet  change  frequently.  As  of 
April  1997,  the  following  sites  are  important 
gateways  linking  you  to  many  more  network  and 
bulletin  board  sites: 

•  USGenWeb 
http://www.usgenweb.com/ 

A  cooperative  effort  by  many  volunteers  to  list 
genealogical  databases,  libraries,  bulletin  boards, 
and  other  resources  available  on  the  Internet  for 
each  county,  state,  and  country. 

•  Roots-L 

http://www.rootsweb.com/roots-l/usa/ 

A  useful  list  of  sites  and  resources.  Includes  a 
large,  regularly  updated  research  coordination  list. 


For  further  details  about  using  computer  networks, 
bulletin  boards,  and  news  groups  for  family  history 
research.  See  the  United  States  Research  Outline 
(30972),  2nd  ed.,  “Archives  and  Libraries”  section. 

Family  Search® 

The  Family  History  Library  and  some  Family 
History  Centers  have  computers  with  FamilySearch®. 
FamilySearch  is  a  collection  of  computer  files 
containing  several  million  names.  FamilySearch  is  a 
good  place  to  begin  your  research.  Some  of  the 
records  come  from  compiled  sources;  some  have 
been  automated  from  original  sources. 

Computers  with  FamilySearch  do  not  have  access  to 
computer  on-line  services,  networks,  or  bulletin  boards. 
However,  those  services  are  available  at  many  public 
libraries,  college  libraries,  and  private  locations. 

BIBLE  RECORDS 


The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (DAR) 
have  collected  some  Bible  records  for  Nevada 
families  (FHL  film  869278).  These  are  partially 
indexed  in  E.  Kay  Kirkham,  An  Index  to  Some  of  the 
Bibles  and  Family  Records  of  the  United  States,  vol. 
2  (Logan,  Utah:  Everton  Publishers,  1984;  FHL 
book  973  D22kk  v.2;  fiche  6099184). 

BIOGRAPHY 


Major  collections  of  biographical  materials  are  at  the 
Nevada  Historical  Society  and  the  University  of 
Nevada — Reno.  The  Family  History  Library  has  few 
biographical  records  for  Nevada.  Some 
representative  sources  are: 

Scrugham,  James  G.  Nevada:  A  Narrative  of  the 
Conquest  of  a  Frontier  Land  3  vols.  Chicago:  The 
American  Historical  Society,  1935.  (FHL  book  979.3 
H2s  vols.  2-3;  film  1000194  items  3-5.) 

History  of  Nevada:  with  Illustrations  and 
Biographical  Sketches  of  Its  Prominent  Men  and 
Pioneers.  Oakland,  Calif.:  Thompson  &  West, 
1881.  (FHL  film  1000194  item  2.) 

Two  important  indexes  to  biographies  found  in 
statewide  and  regional  histories  of  Nevada  are: 

Parker,  J.  Carlyle,  and  Janet  G.  Parker.  Nevada 
Biographical  and  Genealogical  Sketch  Index. 
Turlock,  Calif.:  Marietta  Publishing,  1986.  (FHL 
book  979.3  D32p.) 

Wiggins,  Marvin  E.  Mormons  and  Their  Neighbors: 
An  Index  of  over  75, 000  Biographical  Sketches 
from  1820  to  the  Present,  2  vols.  (Provo,  Utah: 
Harold  B.  Lee  Library,  Brigham  Young 
University,  1984;  FHL  book  Ref  978  D32w). 
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BUSINESS  RECORDS  AND 
COMMERCE 


Early  mining  records  were  maintained  by  mining 
districts.  These  records  later  came  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  county  offices.  These  records 
include  mining  claims,  mining  locations, 
assessments,  and  so  forth.  The  Family  History 
Library  does  not  have  copies  of  these  records. 

The  records  of  mining  companies  often  include  pay 
rolls,  lists  of  customers,  and  other  information.  The 
Nevada  Historical  Society  has  an  extensive  collection 
of  mining  company  records. 

The  Nevada  Historical  Society  also  has  a  mining 
accident  file.  This  file  lists  the  names  of  miners 
killed  in  Nevada  mining  accidents  prior  to  1900. 

CEMETERIES 


There  is  no  major  statewide  collection  or  index  of 
cemetery  transcripts  available  at  present.  The 
Northeastern  Nevada  Genealogical  Society,  P.O.  Box 
1903,  Elko,  NV  89801,  is  currently  compiling 
cemetery  records.  The  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  (DAR)  collection  contains  inscriptions 
from  some  Nevada  cemeteries  (see  the  “Genealogy” 
section  of  this  outline).  The  Nevada  Historical 
Society  and  several  county  libraries  have  collected 
mortuary  records  that  date  back  to  the  1870s. 

A  list  of  cemetery  names  and  addresses  in  each 
county  is  in  Joyce  V.  Hawley  Spiros,  Genealogical 
Guide  to  Arizona  and  Nevada  (Gallup,  N.M.: 

Verlene  Publishing,  1983;  FHL  book  979  D23s; 
fiche  6049613). 

A  statewide  collection  of  Nevada  cemetery  records  is 
presently  being  compiled  by  the  Nevada  Families 
Project.  The  first  volume  has  been  completed  and 
published  in  Richard  B.  Taylor,  comp.,  The  Nevada 
Tombstone  Record  Book,  Volume  1  (Las  Vegas: 
Nevada  Families  Project,  1986;  FHL  979.3  V3n  v.l; 
film  1421848  item  5).  This  contains  cemetery  lists 
from  southern  Nevada. 

CENSUS 


Federal 

Many  federal  census  records  are  at  the  Family 
History  Library,  the  National  Archives,  and  other 
federal  and  state  archives.  The  United  States 
Research  Outline  provides  more  detailed  information 
about  these  records. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  the  U.S.  federal 
censuses  of  Nevada  for  1870,  1880,  1900,  1910  and 


1920.  The  1890  census  was  destroyed,  but  the  1890 
Union  veterans  schedule  and  index  are  available  at 
the  Family  History  Library. 

Statewide  census  indexes  are  available  for  the  1870, 
1880,  and  1910  censuses  in  book,  microfilm,  and 
microfiche  format.  Soundex  (phonetic)  indexes  are 
on  microfilm  for  the  1900  and  1920  censuses. 

The  1870  and  1880  mortality  schedules  are  at  the 
Nevada  Historical  Society.  The  Family  History 
Library  has  indexes  to  the  1870  and  1880  mortality 
schedules. 

Territorial  and  State 

The  1850  and  1860  federal  censuses  and  mortality 
schedules  for  Utah  Territory  include  present-day 
Nevada.  The  Family  History  Library  has  copies  of 
the  schedules  and  the  indexes  to  them. 

Copies  of  an  1862  territorial  census  are  available  at 
the  Nevada  Historical  Society,  the  Nevada  State 
Library  and  Archives.  This  census  includes  Douglas, 
Lyon,  Ormsby,  Storey,  and  Washoe  counties,  and 
part  of  Humboldt  County.  The  schedules  have  been 
filmed  and  are  available  at  several  Nevada 
repositories.  The  information  in  this  census  varies 
with  each  county. 

The  Nevada  State  Library  and  Archives  also  has  a 
census  for  Lander  County  for  1863. 

The  1875  state  census  and  index  are  available  at  the 
Nevada  State  Library  and  Archives,  University  of 
Nevada — Reno  and  the  Nevada  Historical  Society. 
The  Family  History  Library  has  a  copy  of  the 
schedules  for  14  counties  (FHL  fiche  6016536-53) 
and  a  microfiche  index. 

CHURCH  RECORDS 


The  four  largest  religious  groups  in  Nevada  before 
1 900  were  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  and  the  Methodist,  Protestant  Episcopal,  and 
Roman  Catholic  churches.  For  a  history  of  seven 
major  denominations  in  Nevada,  see  Leon  L. 
Loofbourow,  Steeples  among  the  Sage  .  .  .  (Oakland: 
Lake  Park  Press,  1964;  FHL  book  979.3  K2L). 

The  Family  History  Library  has  a  few  records  for 
some  Nevada  churches.  The  largest  collection  of 
Nevada  church  records  is  for  The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

Many  denominations  have  collected  their  records 
into  central  repositories.  You  can  write  to  the 
following  addresses  for  help  in  locating  their 
records: 
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The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 

Historical  Department 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
50  East  North  Temple  Street 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84150-3400 
Telephone:  801-240-2785 
Fax:  801-240-1845 

Methodist 

United  Methodist  Archives  Center 
Drew  University  Library 
36  Madison  Avenue 
Madison,  NJ  07940 
Telephone:  201-408-3189 
Fax:  201-408-3909 

Mailing  Address : 

P.O.  Box  127 
Madison,  NJ  07940 

Protestant  Episcopal 

The  Nevada  Historical  Society 
1650  N.  Virginia  Street 
Reno,  NV  89503-1799 
Telephone:  702-688-1191 
Fax:  702-688-2917 

(They  have  the  records  for  the  Nevada  Diocese  from 
1862  to  1969.) 

To  learn  more  about  the  records  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  see  Inventory  of  the  Church 
Archives  of  Nevada,  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
(Reno:  Historical  Records  Survey,  1941;  FHL  book 
979.3  K2he;  film  1036524  item  2;  fiche  6051184). 

Roman  Catholic 

Diocese  of  Reno — Las  Vegas 
Chancery  Office 
336  Cathedral  Way 
Las  Vegas,  NV  89109 
Telephone:  702-735-7865 
Fax:  702-735-2996 

Mailing  Address: 

P.O.  Box  18316 
Reno,  NV  89504 

To  learn  more  about  the  records  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  see  Inventory  of  the  Church  Archives  of 
Nevada:  Roman  Catholic  Church  (Reno:  Historical 
Records  Survey,  1939;  FHL  book  979.3  K2hc;  film 
1036527  item  7;  fiche  6051185). 

COURT  RECORDS 


Nevada  courts  that  have  kept  records  of  genealogical 
value  are  listed  below. 


Municipal  courts  have  citywide  jurisdiction  over 
violations  of  city  ordinances  and  minor  criminal 
cases. 

Justice  courts  have  townshipwide  jurisdiction  over 
misdemeanors  and  minor  civil  cases. 

District  courts  have  districtwide  jurisdiction  over 
criminal  cases  and  over  civil  cases  concerning 
equity,  probate,  divorce,  and  juvenile  matters.  They 
also  have  appellate  jurisdiction  over  justice  and 
municipal  courts. 

Supreme  court  has  statewide  appellate  jurisdiction. 

The  Family  History  Library  does  not  have  copies  of 
the  court  records.  You  can  contact  the  county  clerk 
to  obtain  copies  of  most  of  the  records.  A  few  of  the 
original  records  are  now  in  the  Nevada  State  Library 
and  Archives.  The  state  library  has  compiled  an 
index  to  many  1855  and  1864  court  cases.  These 
cases  include  probate,  divorce,  and  other  court 
actions. 

Current  inventories  of  Nevada  county  court  records 
are  being  compiled  by  the  Administrative  Office  of 
the  Courts  of  the  State  of  Nevada.  When  completed, 
these  inventories  will  be  available  at  the  Nevada 
State  Library  and  Archives. 

DIRECTORIES 

The  Family  History  Library  has  directories  of  several 
cities  and  towns  for  1862  to  1881  (FHL  films 
1377106-9)  and  a  few  other  directories  for  the  1900s. 

A  helpful  directory  for  early  Nevada  is: 

Kelly,  J.  Wells,  First  Directory  of  Nevada 

Territory:  Containing  the  Names  of  Residents  in 
the  Principal  Towns  .  .  .  Los  Gatos,  California: 

The  Talisman  Press  1962.  (FFDL;  film  1000196 
item  2.) 

Local  county  libraries,  the  University  of 
Nevada — Reno,  the  Nevada  Historical  Society,  and 
the  Nevada  State  Library  and  Archives  collect 
Nevada  directories.  The  Nevada  Historical  Society 
also  collects  directories  of  county  and  municipal 
officers,  dating  from  the  1 860s. 

A  guide  to  Nevada  directories  is  Joyce  C.  Lee, 
Genealogical  Prospecting  in  Nevada:  a  Guide  to 
Nevada  Directories  (Carson  City:  Nevada  State 
Library,  1984.  (FHL  book  979.3  A1  No.  29.) 

EMIGRATION  AND  IMMIGRATION 

People 

By  1 826  American  fur  traders  and  trappers  were  in 
the  area.  During  the  1840s  emigrant  wagons  passed 
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through  the  Humboldt  and  Truckee  River  valleys  on 
the  way  to  California. 

In  1 849  members  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  made  the  first  non-Indian 
settlement  in  Nevada  at  Mormon  Station,  now 
Genoa.  Settlers  from  Salt  Lake  City  also  colonized 
southern  Nevada,  such  as  the  Las  Vegas  area,  in  the 
1850s.  Most  of  these  settlers  were  called  back  to 
central  Utah  in  1857,  but  new  efforts  at  colonization 
were  under  way  in  southern  Nevada  by  the 
mid- 1860s.  Further  information  on  these  colonies  is 
in  Leonard  J.  Arrington,  The  Mormons  in  Nevada 
(Las  Vegas:  Las  Vegas  Sun,  1979;  FHL  book  979.3 
H2am;  film  LDS  1059488  item  7). 

In  1859  the  Comstock  gold  and  silver  deposits  were 
discovered  in  the  Carson  Valley.  Thousands  of 
Cornish,  Irish,  and  other  miners  came  from 
California  and  established  the  boom  town  of  Virginia 
City.  By  1 870  the  census  records  listed  over  40 
percent  of  all  Nevada  residents  as  having  come  from 
Britain,  Germany,  Ireland,  China,  and  Canada. 

After  1880  Italians  came  in  large  numbers  to 
Nevada.  They  were  the  largest  immigrant  group 
reported  in  the  1910  census,  numbering  nearly  3,000. 
German,  English,  Irish,  and  Greek  immigrants  were 
also  major  groups  within  the  total  1910  population 
of  just  over  80,000.  There  have  also  been  small 
numbers  of  Mexicans  and  blacks  in  the  state  since 
the  days  of  the  early  mining  camps. 

More  recent  immigrants  to  Nevada  have  included 
Basque  sheepherders  from  the  Pyrenees  Mountains 
of  Spain  and  France.  Today  it  is  estimated  that 
between  5,000  and  10,000  Nevadans  are  of  Basque 
descent.  Helpful  information  on  Basque  settlement  in 
Nevada  is  in  Flavina  Maria  McCullough,  The 
Basques  in  the  Northwest:  A  Dissertation,  1945, 
Reprint  (San  Francisco:  R  and  E  Research 
Associates,  1974;  FHL  book  979  A1  No.  3;  film 
940048  item  4). 

Descendants  of  the  original  inhabitants —  the  Paiute, 
Shoshoni,  and  Washo  Indians —  live  on  small 
reservations  scattered  through  the  state.  A  few 
records  of  American  Indians  are  listed  in  the  FHLC 
under  NEVADA  -  NATIVE  RACES.  Others  are 
listed  in  the  subject  section  of  the  FHLC  under  the 
names  of  the  tribes. 

Books  on  blacks,  Chinese,  and  Yugoslavs  in 
nineteenth-century  Nevada  are  listed  in  the  FHLC 
subject  section  under  NEVADA  -  MINORITIES. 

Immigration  Records 

There  was  no  single  port  of  entry  common  to 
overseas  immigrants  who  settled  in  Nevada.  The 
Family  History  Library  and  the  National  Archives 
have  passenger  lists  or  indexes  for  east  coast  ports 


for  1820  to  about  1940.  West  coast  passenger  arrival 
records  do  not  begin  until  the  1880s.  More  detailed 
information  on  federal  immigration  sources  is  in  the 
United  States  Research  Outline. 

GAZETTEERS 


The  following  gazetteers  can  help  you  locate  places 

in  Nevada: 

Carlson,  Helen  S.  Nevada  Place  Names:  A 
Geographical  Dictionary.  Reno:  University  of 
Nevada  Press,  1974.  (FHL  book  979.3  E2c.) 

Leigh,  Rufus  Wood.  Nevada  Place  Names:  Their 
Origin  and  Significance.  Salt  Lake  City:  Deseret 
News  Press,  1964.  (FHL  book  979.3  E2L.) 

Paher,  Stanley  W.  Nevada  Ghost  Towns  and  Mining 
Camps.  Las  Vegas,  Nev.:  Nevada  Publications, 
1970.  (FHL  book  979.3  H2p;  film  15980277 
item  2.) 

GENEALOGY 


Most  archives,  historical  societies,  and  genealogical 
societies  have  special  collections  and  indexes  of 
genealogical  value.  These  must  usually  be  searched 
in  person. 

A  major  collection  of  compiled  genealogies  is  the 
Nevada  Centennial  Commission’s  Collection  for 
Early  Day  Families  at  the  Nevada  Historical  Society. 
This  collection  has  information  about  the  state’s 
pioneers  and  their  descendants. 

Various  chapters  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Colonists  have  made  transcripts  of  Bible,  cemetery, 
church,  marriage,  death,  obituary,  and  probate 
records.  Some  of  these  transcripts  are  on  FHL  films 
869278  and  176645.  Others  are  in  Mrs.  Chester  A. 
Paterson,  ed.,  Genealogical  Records  (Salt  Lake  City: 
Genealogical  Society  of  Utah,  1953-58;  FFDL  book 
979.3  D2d;  film  1425613  items  6-8). 

HISTORY 

The  following  events  affected  political  boundaries, 
record  keeping,  and  family  movements: 

1 82 1  Mexico  claimed  the  area  after  a  successful 
revolt  against  Spain. 

1 840s  Americans  on  the  way  to  California 
traveled  through  the  region. 

1 848  Nevada  was  part  of  the  area  ceded  by 
Mexico  to  the  United  States. 

1 849  The  first  non-Indian  settlement  was  made  at 
Mormon  Station  (Genoa). 
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1850  When  Utah  Territory  was  organized,  almost 
all  of  present-day  Nevada  was  included 
except  the  southern  tip,  which  was  then  part 
of  the  New  Mexico  Territory. 

1859  The  Comstock  Lode  of  gold  and  silver  was 
discovered  at  Virginia  City,  and  many 
miners  began  coming  from  California. 

1861  Congress  created  Nevada  Territory.  In  1862 
the  territory  was  enlarged  by  shifting  the 
eastern  boundary. 

1 863  Nevada  became  a  state.  In  1 866  and  1 867 
more  eastern  land  was  gained  from  Utah 
Territory,  and  the  southern  tip  was  acquired 
from  Arizona  Territory. 

1880-  As  the  Comstock  Lode  declined,  the  states 
1890  population  fell  from  62,000  to  47,000. 

1900  The  discovery  of  silver  at  Tonopah,  soon 

followed  by  gold  strikes  at  Goldfield  and  the 
discovery  of  copper  at  Ely,  led  to  a  new  mining 
boom  that  lasted  until  after  World  V&r  I. 

An  especially  helpful  source  for  studying  the  history 

of  Nevada  is  Russell  R.  Elliott,  History  of  Nevada, 

1973,  Reprint  (Lincoln,  Nebr.:  University  of 

Nebraska  Press,  1984;  FHL  book  979.3  H2e). 

LAND  AND  PROPERTY 


Land  Office  Records 

When  the  United  States  acquired  Nevada,  the  federal 
government  distributed  unclaimed  land  through  the 
U.S.  Government  Land  Office  (GLO).  The  first  local 
office  was  established  in  Carson  City  in  1864. 

Others  were  in  Elko,  Eureka,  and  Reno.  The  local 
offices  kept  tract  books  (records  for  each  section  of 
land)  and  township  plats  (maps  of  land  entries  for 
each  township). 

Land  was  generally  obtained  through  cash  payment, 
called  cash  entry,  or  by  meeting  certain  conditions  of 
settlement,  such  as  homesteading.  The  original  tract 
books,  plats,  homestead  entries,  and  cash  entry 
records  are  available  at  the  National  Archives.  The 
National  Archives  also  has  an  index  to  cash  entry 
files  and  homestead  records  prior  to  July  1908. 

Other  land  office  records,  such  as  patents,  land 
tracts,  and  township  plats,  from  about  1861  to  1964, 
are  available  at  the  National  Archives — Pacific  Sierra 
Region  (San  Bruno).  Patents  and  copies  of  tract 
books  are  also  at: 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 
850  Harvard  Way 
Reno,  NV  89502 
Telephone:  702-785-6402 
Fax:  702-785-6634 


Mailing  Address: 

P.O.  Box  12000 
Reno,  NV  89520-0006 

County  Records 

After  land  has  been  transferred  from  government  to 
private  ownership,  subsequent  transactions,  including 
deeds  and  mortgages,  are  recorded  by  the  county. 
You  can  obtain  a  copy  of  a  county  land  record  by 
writing  to  the  county  recorder.  The  Family  History 
Library  does  not  have  copies  of  these  records. 

MAPS 


The  libraries  of  the  University  of  Nevada — Reno  and 
the  University  of  Nevada — Las  Vegas  have  large 
collections  of  maps  and  atlases.  The  Nevada  State 
Library  and  Archives  also  has  a  good  map 
collection. 

Maps  of  the  Nevada  area  in  1862,  1878,  1884,  and 
1917  are  on  FHL  film  002083.  The  Family  History 
Library  has  a  small  collection  of  individual  maps. 

MILITARY  RECORDS 


The  U.S.  Military  Records  Research  Outline  (34118) 
provides  more  information  on  federal  military 
records  and  search  strategies. 

Many  military  records  are  available  at  the  Family 
History  Library,  the  National  Archives,  and  other 
federal  and  state  archives.  The  United  States 
Research  Outline  provides  more  information  about 
the  federal  records. 

The  Nevada  State  Library  and  Archives  has  an 
excellent  collection  of  military  records,  including: 

•  Muster  rolls  from  the  1860s  to  1902 

•  Nevada  State  Militia  records  beginning  in  1 865 

•  National  Guard  records 

•  Selective  Service  cards  from  World  War  I  to  the 
Vietnam  War 

Civil  War  (1861-1865) 

An  index  to  service  records  of  Union  army 
volunteers  is  on  FHL  film  821939.  The  library  also 
has  the  index  to  the  pension  applications.  The 
service  and  pension  records  are  available  at  the 
National  Archives. 

A  special  census  was  taken  in  1 890  of  Union 
veterans  of  the  Civil  War  and  their  widows  (FHL 
film  338198;  index  in  book  979.3  X22jv  1890). 
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World  War  I  (1917-1918) 

Biographical  sketches  of  soldiers  who  lost  their  lives 
during  the  war  are  in  Nevada’s  Golden  Stars  (Reno: 
Nevada  Adjutant  General’s  Office  1924;  FHL  film 
1000195  item  2). 

World  War  I  draft  registration  cards  for  men  age  1 8 
to  45  may  list  address,  birth  date,  birthplace,  race, 
nationality,  citizenship,  and  next  of  kin.  Not  all 
registrants  served  in  the  war.  For  registration  cards 
for  Nevada,  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  Nevada, 
World  War  I  Selective  Service  System  Draft 
Registration  Cards,  1917-1918.  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publications,  Ml 509. 
Washington,  D.C.:  National  Archives,  1987- 
1988.  (On  FHL  films  beginning  with  1711534.) 

To  find  an  individual’s  draft  card,  it  helps  to  know 
his  name  and  residence  at  the  time  of  registration. 
The  cards  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  county, 
within  the  county  by  draft  board,  and  then 
alphabetically  by  surname  within  each  draft  board. 

Most  counties  had  only  one  board;  large  cities  had 
several.  A  map  showing  the  boundaries  of  individual 
draft  boards  is  available  for  most  large  cities. 

Finding  an  ancestor’s  street  address  in  a  city 
directory  will  help  you  in  using  the  draft  board  map. 
There  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  cities  that  are  on  the 
map.  For  a  copy  of  this  map  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  List  of 
World  War  One  Draft  Board  Maps.  Washington, 
D.C.:  National  Archives.  (FHL  film  1498803.) 

NATIVE  RACES 


Tribal  census  rolls,  probate  records,  school  records, 
tribal  court  records,  a  few  vital  records,  and  other 
records  are  available.  The  Family  History  Library  has  a 
few  of  these  records.  Many  of  the  records  are  at  the 
National  Archives — Pacific  Sierra  Region  (San  Bruno). 

NATURALIZATION  AND 
CITIZENSHIP 


Naturalization  records  may  have  been  filed  in  any 
court  of  record,  but  most  people  who  applied  for 
citizenship  went  to  the  clerk  of  a  district  court  You 
can  obtain  copies  of  declarations,  petitions,  and 
certificates  by  contacting  the  appropriate  clerk’s 
office.  The  Family  History  Library  does  not  have 
copies  of  these  records. 

The  Nevada  State  Library  and  Archives  has 
naturalization  records  for  Douglas  County,  including 
petitions,  declarations,  and  certificates,  for  1884  to 
1929. 


The  National  Archives — Pacific  Sierra  Region  (San 
Bruno)  has  records  from  the  two  U.S.  district  courts 
in  Nevada  for  1853  to  1956. 

For  naturalization  records  after  September  1906, 
contact  the  National  Archives — San  Francisco 
Region  or  a  federal  office  of  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service. 

NEWSPAPERS 


Several  handwritten  news  sheets  circulated  in  the 
mining  camps  of  Nevada  in  the  early  1850s. 
Nevada’s  first  printed  newspaper,  the  Territorial 
Gazette,  began  in  Genoa  in  1858. 

Major  collections  of  Nevada  newspapers  are  at  the 
Nevada  Historical  Society,  the  Nevada  State 
Museum  and  Historical  Society,  as  well  as  local 
courthouses  and  libraries.  Spiros ’s  Genealogical 
Guide  to  Arizona  and  Nevada  describes  newspapers 
available  on  microfilm.  (See  the  “For  Further 
Reading”  section  of  this  outline.) 

Several  indexes  to  Nevada  newspapers  have  been 
compiled,  including  an  index  to  the  Territorial 
Enterprise,  1859  to  1877,  and  an  index  to  the 
Nevada  State  Journal,  1872  to  1876.  These  indexes 
are  available  at  the  Nevada  Historical  Society.  Other 
indexes,  such  as  an  index  to  the  Pioche  Record, 

1872  to  1904,  are  available  at  the  Nevada  State 
Museum  and  Historical  Society. 

A  helpful  bibliography  of  Nevada  newspapers  is 
Richard  E.  Lingenfelter  and  Karen  Rix  Gash,  The 
Newspapers  of  Nevada:  A  History  and  Bibliography, 
1854-1979  (Reno:  University  of  Nevada  Press,  1984; 
FHL  book  979.3  B3L  1984).  The  Family  History 
Library  has  not  collected  Nevada  newspapers. 

PERIODICALS 


Two  periodicals  helpful  for  Nevada  research  are: 

Chart  and  Quill.  1979-.  Published  by  the 
Northeastern  Nevada  Genealogical  Society,  1515 
Idaho  St.,  Elko,  NV  89801-4021.  (FHL  book 
979.3  D25c.) 

The  Nevada  State  Genealogical  Society  Newsletter 
1981-.  Published  by  the  Nevada  State  Genealogical 
Society,  293 1  Randolph  Street,  Reno,  NV  89502. 
(FHL  book  979.355  D25n.) 

PROBATE  RECORDS 


Probate  court  actions  before  1861  were  recorded  in 
Utah  Territory  courts.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  existing 
records  from  this  period  are  now  at  the  Nevada  State 
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Library  and  Archives  (see  the  “Archives  and 
Libraries”  section  of  this  outline). 

Territorial  probate  courts  were  established  in  1861 
but  were  abolished  in  1 864  when  Nevada  became  a 
state.  The  existing  territorial  probate  records  are  now 
at  the  Nevada  State  Library  and  Archives.  The  state 
library  also  has  an  index  to  the  supporting 
documents  for  the  1855  to  1864  probate  courts. 

The  district  courts  in  each  county  now  have 
jurisdiction  over  the  estates  of  deceased  persons. 

You  can  obtain  copies  of  the  records,  such  as 
judgment  rolls,  bonds,  and  wills,  by  contacting  the 
clerk  of  the  district  court  in  each  county.  The  Family 
History  Library  does  not  have  copies  of  the  probate 
records  of  Nevada. 

TAXATION 


Tax  records  for  Nevada  begin  in  the  1860s.  These 
records  are  especially  helpful  for  locating  miners  or 
other  citizens  who  didn’t  own  land  but  were  required 
to  pay  a  poll  tax. 

Most  tax  records  were  kept  by  the  county  and  can  be 
obtained  from  the  county  treasurer  or  assessor.  The 
University  of  Nevada  Library  at  Reno  has  tax 
records  for  the  territorial  period.  The  Nevada  State 
Library  and  Archives  has  tax  records  for  1 890  and 
1891.  The  state  library  also  has  the  Ormsby  County 
tax  records  from  1862  to  1950  and  the  Lander 
County  tax  records  from  1862  to  1971. 

The  Family  History  Library  does  not  have  copies  of 
Nevada  tax  records. 

VITAL  RECORDS 

Birth  and  Death  Records 

Statewide  registration  of  vital  statistics  began  in 
1911.  The  Family  History  Library  does  not  have 
copies  of  the  state  records.  You  can  obtain  birth  and 
death  certificates  by  writing  to: 

Nevada  Office  of  Vital  Statistics 
505  East  King  Street 
Room  102 

Carson  City,  NV  89710 
Telephone:  702-687-4481 
Fax:  702-687-5161 

State  your  relationship  to  the  individual  and  the 
reason  you  want  the  information.  The  records  are 
restricted  to  immediate  family  members. 

The  current  fees  for  obtaining  copies  of  the  state’s 
records  are  listed  in  Where  to  Write  for  Vital 
Records:  Births,  Deaths,  Marriages,  and  Divorces 


(Hyattsville,  Md.:  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services,  August  1987).  Copies  of  this 
booklet  are  at  the  Family  History  Library  and  many 
Family  History  Centers. 

For  records  prior  to  1911  contact  the  county 
recorder ’s  office,  or  in  some  counties,  the  county 
health  department.  Some  county  records  begin  as 
early  as  1887. 

The  Nevada  State  Library  and  Archives  has  a  partial 
list  of  birth  records  in  Washoe  County  for  1887  to 
1911  and  Lander  County  birth  and  death  records  for 
1887  to  1910. 

Marriage  Records 

Statewide  registration  of  marriages  and  divorces 
began  in  1968;  however,  many  Nevada  counties 
began  keeping  records  at  an  earlier  date.  To  obtain  a 
marriage  or  a  divorce  record,  write  to  the  county 
recorder  of  the  county  where  the  event  took  place. 
Nevada  marriage  records  are  open  to  the  public. 

The  Nevada  State  Library  and  Archives  has  marriage 
licenses  for  Washoe  County  for  1862  to  1872. 

Divorce  Records 

Divorce  cases  were  handled  by  the  probate  courts 
until  1864  and  by  the  district  courts  after  that  date. 
The  Nevada  State  Library  and  Archives  has  the  early 
probate  court  records. 

To  obtain  a  record  of  a  divorce  since  1 864,  write  to 
the  clerk  of  the  district  court  in  the  county.  The 
documents  are  open  to  the  public. 

VOTING  RECORDS 


Official  voting  registers  began  in  1865.  Beginning  in 
1869  the  registers  included  the  individual’s  name, 
age,  birthplace,  residence,  and  naturalization 
information.  By  1918  most  counties  also  had  a  card 
index  with  voter  information.  The  records  are  kept  in 
the  county  offices.  The  Family  History  Library  does 
not  have  copies  of  these  records. 

FOR  FURTHER  READING 


For  more  detailed  information  about  research  and 
records  in  Nevada,  see: 

Spiros,  Joyce  V.  Hawley. 

Genealogical  Guide  to  Arizona  and  Nevada. 
Gallup,  N.  M.:  Verlene  Publishing,  1983.  (FHL 
book  979  D23s;  fiche  6049613).  This  book 
briefly  describes  the  records  of  genealogical 
value  for  each  Nevada  county. 
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Eichholz,  Alice,  ed.  Ancestrys  Red  Book:  American 
State,  County,  and  Town  Sources.  Rev.  ed.  Salt 
Lake  City:  Ancestry,  1992.  (FHL  book  973  D27rb 
1992;  computer  number  594021.)  Contains 
bibliographies  and  background  information  on 
history  and  ethnic  groups.  Also  contains  maps  and 
tables  showing  when  each  county  was  created. 

COMMENTS  AND  SUGGESTIONS 

The  Family  History  Library  welcomes  additions  and 
corrections  that  will  improve  future  editions  of  this 
outline.  Please  send  your  suggestions  to: 

Publications  Coordination 
Family  History  Library 
35  N.  West  Temple  Street 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84150-3400 
USA 

We  appreciate  the  archivists,  librarians,  and  others 
who  have  reviewed  this  outline  and  shared  helpful 
information. 
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